SPNHC 2022 DemoCamp:
Using OpenRefine for natural history

collections data

Why use OpenRefine?
Open-source tool for manipulating small or large datasets in numerous formats (CSV, JSON, XML, etc.)
Low barrier to entry with no prior programming knowledge needed
Data transformations are reversible and repeatable, and original data are locally preserved
Moderate learning curve with a large community of users and shared knowledge base for help
Improvement and maintenance of data integrity for best practices in collections management

When to use?

database ingestion, or to clean legacy data

° For combining and manipulating existing datasets, e.g. to
transform or integrate your data with external resources like those i
a taxonomic authority or Wikidata

Erica Krimmel'“ & Lindsay Walker'

'iDigBio (Integrated Digitized Biocollections)
2 Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
3 Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ

When not to use?
o For quality control, e.g. to clean recent data entry prior to (or after) °

n

See here for
more details and
links to resources

For adding new records individually to an existing dataset, e.g.
when transcribing specimen labels
For text-heavy one-off data entry, e.g. when typing a sentence in a
notes field associated with each row
For projects with multiple users on separate computers
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Cluster & Edit column "formation"

This feature helps you find groups of different cell values that might be alternative representations of the same thing. For example, the two strings "New York" and "new

Facet / Filter

york" are very likely to refer to the same concept and just have capitalization differences, and "Gddel" and "Godel" probably refer to the same person. Find out more...
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